RAIL TRANSPORT                              247
REHABILITATION
By the time the Japanese left Burma, In mid-1945, Allied
bombers had left little of the Burma Railways but the right-
of-way and the frequently damaged track. Rolling stock, repair
shops, bridges, and stations were of little use. The Siamese
government purchased that portion of the Burma-Siam Rail-
way lying within Siamese territory, but it is reported that some
rails have been removed on the Burmese side of the border, so
no use will be made of this "Railway of Death"4 for some years.
By January 1947, of the 2,060 route miles 1,450 were open
to traffic- Locomotives (nearly all imported since the Japanese
were driven out) numbered 183, or about half the prewar
number. Railway shops were very active, although their equip-
ment was apparently not up to prewar standards, and they
were faced with the need for more repairs than they could make
for many months at least. Many small bridges were under
repair. By March it could be predicted that other important
lines would be opened for traffic by the fall of 1947.5 However,
the chief bridges, including those over the Irrawaddy and the
Sittang, as well as the famous Gokteik Viaduct, will probably
not be open for a considerable time, necessitating tedious delays
in transshipment, and substantial additions to the cost of ship-
ping freight. By February 1947, night running of trains was
discontinued after a number of hold-ups by well-armed dacoit
gangs who killed many passengers, guards, and crew members
in addition to wrecking the train and making off with much loot.
Tt seems reasonable to expect a vigorous Burmese nationalist
administration, not only to restore Burma's railways to their
fairly satisfactory prewar state, but also to connect to the
railway system of at least one of the country's neighbors,
though such development cannot now be given top priority
among the country's many pressing rehabilitation needs.
4 So called because of the use by the Japanese of large numbers  of
Australian, Dutch, British, and American prisoners, under such brutal, slave-
driving: methods that most of the prisoners died before the railway was
completed*
& Burma Railways Progress Report, January 1947, issued by the Director
of Public Relations; and Survey of Departmental Activities for February
1947.